Conflict of Interest

NIH takes extreme precautions to avoid placing Council members in situations where
there might be an actual or apparent conflict of interest. Thus, at each Council meeting,
procedures are delineated to avoid such conflicts.

A member must be absent from the meeting room during review of an application
submitted by an institution, or a component of a system of institutions, in which the
member or member’s spouse, parent, child, partner, or close professional associate is an
employee, or in which there is a directive or consultative relationship or financial interest.
The NIH has been granted a regulatory waiver by the Office of Government Ethics so
that faculty of multi-campus institutions of higher education who serve as experts or
consultants to DHHS may participate in matters affecting one campus of a state multi-
campus institution if the expert’s disqualifying financial interest is employment with no
multi-campus responsibilities at a separate campus.

Additionally, a Council member should not participate in the deliberations and actions on
any application from a recent student, a recent teacher, a recent collaborator, or a close
personal friend. Further, a member should not take part in the discussion of an
application from a scientist with whom the member has had long-standing differences
which reasonably could be viewed as affecting the member’s objectivity.

Council members present at each Council meeting sign a statement certifying that they
did not participate in the discussion of, or vote on, any application from their own
institution or an institution in which they have a financial interest.

Though the staff attempts to identify possible conflicts of interest and bring them to the
attention of the Chairperson, the National Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases
Advisory Council needs the assistance of members to ensure that such conflicts do not
arise.
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